[Diagnosis and treatment of the neuroendocrine tumors of the lung].
Lung neuroendocrine tumors comprise 20% of all pulmonary tumors. Their appearance and behavior are very heterogeneous. Histologically they are divided into four groups, well-differentiated and low-malignant typical carcinoid, poorly differentiated and worse prognosis atypical carcinoid, and highly malignant small cell neuroendocrine carcinoma and large cell neuroendocrine carcinoma. Of these, the most common is small cell lung cancer with an incidence of 15%, while those of large cell neuroendocrine tumors and lung carcinoids are 3% and 2%, respectively. The treatment and prognosis of carcinoids are very different from those of highly malignant small cell and large cell neuroendocrine carcinomas. The paper summarizes the characteristics of lung neuroendocrine tumors.